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The Journey of 'Romeo and Juliet': Start, 
Middle, and End 
"Romeo and Juliet" is a timeless and tragic love story 
penned by the renowned playwright William Shakespeare. 
The narrative unfolds in three distinct acts: the start, middle, 
and end, each marked by pivotal events and character 
developments. Let's embark on a journey through the 
story's progression. 

Start: The Beginning of Love 
At the start of the play, we are introduced to two noble families in Verona, Italy, the 
Montagues, and the Capulets, who have a long-standing feud. The conflict between 
these families serves as the backdrop for the entire story. 
The play commences with a brawl between members of the Montague and Capulet 
households, showcasing the intensity of their rivalry. However, amidst this turmoil, we meet 
our two star-crossed lovers, Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet. 
Romeo, a young man from the Montague family, is in love with a woman named 
Rosaline, but his feelings are unrequited. In an attempt to forget his heartache, Romeo 
attends a grand masquerade ball hosted by the Capulets. There, he lays eyes on Juliet, 
and their love blossoms instantly. The start of their love story is marked by their secret 
encounter and exchange of vows of love. 
Middle: Love in Secret 
In the middle portion of the play, the love between Romeo and Juliet deepens as they 
continue their secret romance. They marry in secret, hoping to find a way to end the feud 
between their families. However, their happiness is short-lived. 
A tragic turn of events occurs when Tybalt, Juliet's cousin, challenges Romeo to a duel. 
Mercutio, Romeo's close friend, steps in to defend him and is killed by Tybalt. In a fit of 
rage, Romeo kills Tybalt in retaliation and is subsequently banished from Verona. 
Juliet's parents, unaware of her secret marriage to Romeo, arrange for her to marry Paris. 
To avoid this fate and stay with her true love, Juliet takes a potion given to her by Friar 
Laurence, which makes her appear dead. Believing Juliet is truly dead, Romeo takes his 
own life beside her. 
End: Tragic Conclusion 
The play reaches its tragic conclusion in the final act. Juliet awakens to find Romeo dead 
beside her and takes her own life with his dagger. Their deaths prompt the feuding 
families to reconcile and end their long-standing feud, but it comes at a heartbreaking 
cost. The play concludes with the families mourning the loss of their beloved children, 
realizing the senselessness of their feud. The tragic ending serves as a powerful reminder 
of the destructive consequences of hatred and prejudice. 
 


