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The Journey of 'Fahrenheit 451': Start, Middle, 
and End 
Ray Bradbury's novel "Fahrenheit 451" takes readers 
on a transformative journey through a dystopian 
society where books are banned and intellectualism 
is suppressed. Let's explore what happens at the 
beginning, middle, and end of this thought-
provoking story. 

The Start 
At the beginning of the novel, readers are introduced to Guy Montag, a firefighter 
in a society where firefighters burn books instead of extinguishing fires. Montag 
enjoys his job, taking pride in burning books, which are considered dangerous and 
subversive. He is married to Mildred, who is obsessed with shallow entertainment 
provided by "parlor walls," large TV screens that dominate their lives. 

Montag's world begins to change when he encounters his teenage neighbor, 
Clarisse McClellan, who is curious, thoughtful, and observant. Clarisse's questions 
and insights spark something within Montag, making him question the purpose of 
his existence and the government's control over knowledge. 

The Middle 
In the middle of the novel, Montag's transformation gathers momentum. He 
secretly begins collecting and reading books, an act of rebellion in a society 
where book ownership is forbidden. Montag's growing dissatisfaction with his life 
and his marriage to Mildred intensifies. 

Montag's world unravels further when his fire brigade is called to burn his own 
house, which he had secretly filled with books. He narrowly escapes and 
becomes a fugitive. He joins a group of rebels led by Granger, who are 
committed to preserving knowledge and literature by memorizing books. 

The End 
The novel's climax occurs toward the end when the city is bombed in a war, 
destroying it completely. Montag and his group survive and watch the city's 
destruction. They represent the last hope for preserving knowledge in a society 
that had rejected it. 

The story concludes with Montag and his group resolving to rebuild society with 
the wisdom contained in the books they have memorized. They become living 
books, each person responsible for remembering a particular work of literature. 
The novel ends with the hope of a brighter future, as Montag and his companions 
set out to pass on their knowledge to future generations. 


