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The Journey of 'Fahrenheit 451': Start, Middle, and End 
Short Answer Key 

1. Clarisse McClellan influences Montag by sparking his curiosity 

and encouraging him to question the world around him. She 

introduces him to a different way of thinking and living. 

2. Montag's decision to secretly collect and read books is 

significant because it marks the beginning of his rebellion against 

the government's suppression of knowledge. It signifies his quest 

for independent thought and enlightenment. 

3. The city's destruction in the story's climax symbolizes the 

complete collapse of the old society and its oppressive regime. 

It represents a fresh start and the potential for a new society 

based on knowledge and understanding. 

4. The rebels' decision to memorize books is significant because it 

ensures that the wisdom contained in those books will survive 

even if physical copies are destroyed. It represents the 

preservation of human knowledge and culture. 

5. Montag's character evolves from a conformist firefighter at the 

beginning of the novel to a rebel seeking knowledge and truth 

by the end. His transformation reflects his journey from ignorance 

to enlightenment. 

 

 

 

 


