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The Journey of 'Fahrenheit 451': Start, Middle, and End 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The theme of rebellion in "Fahrenheit 451" evolves from Montag's 

initial curiosity and questioning to his active defiance and 

escape from the government's control. At the beginning, 

Montag is a passive participant in the oppressive society, but as 

the story progresses, he becomes an active rebel seeking to 

preserve knowledge. 

2. Fire in "Fahrenheit 451" symbolizes destruction and the 

suppression of knowledge initially. However, it evolves into a 

symbol of renewal and hope as Montag and his group use fire 

to preserve knowledge and rebuild society. This evolution 

reflects the story's theme of transformation. 

3. The theme of hope and renewal is embodied by Montag and 

his group at the story's conclusion. They represent the potential 

for positive change in their society by preserving knowledge and 

passing it on to future generations. Their actions offer hope for a 

brighter and more enlightened future. 

4. Knowledge and literature play a central role in the novel's 

resolution as Montag and his group decide to memorize books. 

This decision underscores the value of knowledge and the 

determination to preserve it even in the face of government 

suppression. It highlights the transformative power of literature 

and its potential to shape a better future. 

 


