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The Journey of Pride and Prejudice: 
Start, Middle, and End 
"Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen is a 

captivating novel that takes readers on a 

journey through the social complexities and 

romantic entanglements of 19th-century 

England. Let's explore the key events and 

developments that occur at the start, middle, 

and end of this beloved story. 

Start - Introduction and Initial Conflicts 

At the beginning of "Pride and Prejudice," readers are introduced to the Bennet 

family, residing at Longbourn, a modest estate in rural Hertfordshire. Mr. Bennet 

and his wife, Mrs. Bennet, have five daughters: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine 

(Kitty), and Lydia. The novel opens with the famous line, "It is a truth universally 

acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in 

want of a wife." 

The initial conflicts of the story revolve around the pursuit of advantageous 

marriages for the Bennet daughters, particularly Jane and Elizabeth. Mr. Charles 

Bingley, a wealthy and amiable bachelor, arrives in the neighborhood and 

attracts the attention of the local society. Jane forms a romantic connection with 

Mr. Bingley, but her prospects are jeopardized by his friend, Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy, 

who appears aloof and proud. 

Middle - Developing Relationships and Misunderstandings 

As the story progresses, the middle section of the novel focuses on the 

development of relationships and the emergence of misunderstandings. 

Elizabeth Bennet, with her wit and intelligence, becomes a central figure. She 
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forms a close friendship with Charlotte Lucas, who marries the obsequious Mr. 

Collins, a distant cousin of the Bennet family. 

Misunderstandings and conflicts arise, particularly between Elizabeth and Mr. 

Darcy. She forms a strong prejudice against him based on his perceived 

arrogance and role in separating Jane and Mr. Bingley. Meanwhile, Mr. Darcy's 

growing admiration for Elizabeth clashes with his pride. 

The middle section also explores the elopement of Lydia Bennet with Mr. 

Wickham, a charming but unscrupulous officer. This scandal threatens to ruin the 

Bennet family's reputation and financial security. 

End - Resolution and Romantic Unions  

In the final section of the novel, Austen skillfully resolves the conflicts and 

misunderstandings that have accumulated throughout the story. Mr. Darcy 

proposes to Elizabeth, revealing his love for her despite his initial pride. Elizabeth 

accepts his proposal, leading to their eventual engagement. 

The resolution of the elopement crisis comes through Mr. Darcy's intervention. He 

pays off Mr. Wickham to marry Lydia, saving the Bennet family from disgrace. 

Jane and Mr. Bingley also reconcile and become engaged. 

The novel concludes with multiple 

weddings, including the marriage of 

Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy. The characters 

experience personal growth and 

transformation, overcoming their pride and 

prejudice. The story ends on a hopeful note, 

emphasizing the importance of love, 

integrity, and character in relationships. 

 

 


