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Cracking the Code: Important Baseball Statistics Explained 
Baseball is a sport filled with numbers, and 

these numbers tell a story about the 

performance of players and teams. 

Understanding key baseball statistics is like 

deciphering a secret code that reveals the 

secrets of the game. In this passage, we'll 

explore some of the most important 

baseball statistics, from batting average to 

ERA (Earned Run Average). 

Batting Average (BA): Hitting Prowess 

One of the most fundamental statistics in baseball is batting average (BA). This 

statistic measures a player's hitting prowess by calculating the percentage of 

times they successfully get a hit when they step up to bat. Batting average is 

expressed as a decimal number, with a perfect batting average being 1.000 (or 

1000 in percentage form). 

For example, a player with a batting average of .300 (or 30%) gets a hit roughly 

30% of the time they come to bat. Batting average helps gauge a player's 

consistency and ability to make contact with the ball. 

Runs Batted In (RBI): Driving in Runs 

Runs Batted In (RBI) is a statistic that measures a player's ability to drive in runs for 

their team. Whenever a batter hits a ball that allows a runner to score, they are 

credited with an RBI. This statistic indicates a player's contribution to the team's 

offensive production. 

A player with a high RBI count is often a valuable asset to their team, as they 

consistently help bring runners home and contribute to winning games. 
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Earned Run Average (ERA): Pitching Performance 

On the pitching side of the game, Earned Run Average (ERA) is a crucial statistic. 

ERA represents the average number of earned runs a pitcher allows per nine 

innings pitched. It is calculated by dividing the total earned runs by the total 

innings pitched and multiplying by nine. 

A lower ERA is typically better, as it indicates that a pitcher is effective at 

preventing the opposing team from scoring. Pitchers with the lowest ERAs are 

often considered among the best in the league. 

On-Base Percentage (OBP): Getting on Base 

On-Base Percentage (OBP) measures a player's ability to reach base safely. It 

includes hits, walks, and hit-by-pitches but excludes errors and fielder's choices. 

OBP is a valuable statistic because it reflects a player's overall offensive 

effectiveness, considering both their ability to hit and their patience at the plate. 

A player with a high OBP is an asset to their team because they consistently give 

their team more opportunities to score runs. 

Slugging Percentage (SLG): Power Hitting 

Slugging Percentage (SLG) measures a player's power-hitting ability. It takes into 

account not only how often a player gets on base but also the type of hits they 

produce. For example, a home run contributes more to a player's SLG than a 

single. 

SLG is calculated by dividing the total number of bases a player earns from their 

hits by the total number of at-bats. A higher SLG indicates a player's ability to hit 

for extra bases, making them a threat in the lineup. 

 

 

 


