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Steps to the Future 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Graduation day represents a milestone where graduates 

transition from one phase of their lives to the next, moving from 

education into the unknown world of adulthood. It marks their 

accomplishments and potential. 

2. Excitement suggests a positive outlook and eagerness for new 

experiences, while anxiety may involve worry or fear of the 

unknown. Indifference would imply a lack of interest or 

emotional investment in the future. 

3. "Dreams held close" likely refers to the graduates' aspirations, 

goals, and ambitions that they are determined to pursue as they 

enter the next chapter of their lives. 

4. The poem may emphasize conquering the world to convey a 

sense of confidence and determination among the graduates, 

suggesting that they are ready to face challenges and achieve 

their goals. 

 

 

 


