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Stevie Ray Vaughan: The Blues Guitar Legend 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Stevie Ray Vaughan's family, especially his older brother Jimmie, 

played a crucial role in shaping his musical career. Jimmie 

Vaughan introduced Stevie to the blues and served as a mentor, 

influencing Stevie's early musical development. Their shared love 

for music created a supportive environment that encouraged 

Stevie to pursue his passion for the guitar. 

2. Stevie Ray Vaughan's struggles with addiction had a profound 

impact on both his music and personal life. Addiction led to 

periods of erratic behavior, health issues, and strained 

relationships. However, he eventually sought help and entered 

rehabilitation programs to overcome addiction. His journey to 

sobriety not only saved his life but also revitalized his music career 

and led to a period of renewed creativity and productivity. 

3. Stevie Ray Vaughan's legacy in the world of blues and rock 

music is significant. He revitalized the blues genre and brought it 

to a new generation of listeners. His exceptional guitar skills, 

emotional playing, and powerful performances continue to 

influence and inspire musicians worldwide. His music serves as a 

bridge between traditional blues and contemporary rock, 

making it timeless and relevant to new generations of musicians 

and fans. Through his legacy, Stevie Ray Vaughan remains a 

symbol of passion, dedication, and excellence in music. 

 


