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The Stink Bug: Nature’s Smelly Insect 
Have you ever heard of an insect called 
the stink bug? This small creature is named 
for its unusual defense mechanism: a 
terrible smell! When threatened, the stink 
bug releases a strong odor to keep 
predators away. But there’s more to the 
stink bug than its stinky secret. 

What Does a Stink Bug Look Like? 
Stink bugs have a unique shape that 
makes them easy to recognize. Their 

bodies are shaped like shields and are usually about the size of a coin. Most 
stink bugs are brown or green, though some species may have patterns or 
bright colors. Their six legs and antennae help them move and sense their 
surroundings. 

Where Do Stink Bugs Live? 
Stink bugs can be found in many parts of the world. They like warm climates 
and often live in gardens, forests, and fields. Some stink bugs even make their 
way into people’s homes during colder months, looking for warmth. 

What Do Stink Bugs Eat? 
These insects are mostly herbivores, meaning they eat plants. They use their 
sharp mouths to suck juices from fruits, vegetables, and leaves. This diet can 
make stink bugs a pest for farmers, as they can damage crops like tomatoes 
and apples. 

How Do Stink Bugs Survive? 
Stink bugs rely on their bad smell for protection. If a bird or other predator tries 
to eat one, the stink bug sprays its odor. This makes the predator think twice 
about attacking. Stink bugs can also fly, helping them escape danger quickly. 

Why Are Stink Bugs Important? 
While some stink bugs harm crops, others are helpful. Certain species eat 
insects that are harmful to plants, making stink bugs an important part of the 
ecosystem. They show us how every creature, even a smelly one, has a role to 
play in nature. 
 


