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Do Stink Bugs Have Friends? 
Stink bugs are insects known for their 
tough shells and bad smell, but what 
about their relationships with other 
species? Do stink bugs work together 
with other animals, or do they cause 
harm? Let’s explore the different 
ways stink bugs interact with other 
living things. 

First, stink bugs don’t have many 
mutualistic relationships, where both 
species benefit. However, one 
possible example might be their role 

in plant pollination. While searching for food, stink bugs may accidentally carry 
pollen from one flower to another. This helps the plant reproduce, even though 
the stink bug doesn’t do it on purpose. The stink bug benefits by eating the 
plant’s fruits or sap. 

On the other hand, stink bugs can harm plants. They use their sharp mouths to 
pierce fruits, vegetables, and leaves, sucking out the nutrients. This is an 
example of parasitism because the stink bug benefits while the plant is 
harmed. Farmers often worry about stink bugs because they damage crops. 

What about other animals? Stink bugs don’t usually form close relationships 
with animals, but some birds and small mammals eat them. These predators 
don’t have an easy time catching stink bugs, though. If a stink bug feels 
threatened, it releases a terrible-smelling chemical. This odor makes most 
predators think twice before eating them. 

Interestingly, stink bugs may play a role in commensalism. This is when one 
species benefits while the other is not helped or harmed. For example, stink 
bugs sometimes hide in trees, where they are protected from bad weather. 
The tree doesn’t get hurt or helped—it’s just a safe place for the bug to rest. 

In conclusion, stink bugs interact with plants and animals in different ways. They 
may help plants by spreading pollen or harm them by eating their food. Stink 
bugs don’t form close partnerships with other animals, but they do rely on 
plants and trees to survive. Even though they aren’t “friends” with other 
species, stink bugs are a fascinating part of nature’s web! 


