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The Impact of the Storming of the 
Bastille on the French Revolution 
The storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789, 
stands as one of the most iconic moments 
in the history of the French Revolution. This 
event had profound and far-reaching 
consequences that rippled through the 
course of the revolution and reshaped the 
political landscape of France. In this 
passage, we will delve into the details of 
the storming of the Bastille and its impact 
on the revolution. 

The Bastille: A Symbol of Tyranny 

The Bastille was a medieval fortress and prison located in Paris. It had come to 
symbolize the tyranny of the Bourbon monarchy and the oppression faced by the 
common people. Many viewed it as a representation of royal despotism and a 
symbol of their grievances. 

The Prelude to the Storming 

Leading up to the storming of the Bastille, France was in a state of turmoil. The 
Estates-General had been convened, and the representatives of the Third Estate 
(common people) had taken the Tennis Court Oath, demanding political change 
and equality. Unrest was growing in the streets of Paris as people faced economic 
hardships and inequality. 

The Events of July 14, 1789 

The storming of the Bastille occurred when a mob of angry and determined 
Parisians gathered outside the prison. Here are the major events of that day: 

• The Mob Gathers: A crowd of Parisians, including artisans, laborers, and 
members of the bourgeoisie, gathered outside the Bastille. They were 
armed with muskets and various weapons. 

• Negotiations Fail: The crowd demanded the surrender of the Bastille and its 
stores of arms and gunpowder. Negotiations between the governor of the 
Bastille, Marquis de Launay, and the crowd failed to reach a resolution. 
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• The Storming Begins: Frustrated and determined, the mob stormed the 
Bastille. After several hours of intense fighting, they managed to breach the 
fortress's defenses. 

• The Fall of the Bastille: The Bastille fell into the hands of the revolutionaries, 
and Governor de Launay was captured. The prison's stores of arms and 
ammunition were seized. 

• Symbol of Freedom: The storming of the Bastille became a symbol of 
freedom and defiance against tyranny. The fall of the prison marked a 
turning point in the French Revolution. 

Impact on the Revolution 

The impact of the storming of the Bastille on the French Revolution was profound: 

• Symbol of Revolution: The storming of the Bastille symbolized the people's 
determination to challenge the monarchy's authority and demand political 
change. 

• Inspiration: The event inspired people across France to rise up against 
oppressive rule and demand their rights. 

• Radicalization: The storming of the Bastille fueled radicalism and 
revolutionary fervor. It led to increased calls for the abolition of the 
monarchy and the establishment of a republic. 

• End of the Old Regime: The fall of the Bastille marked the beginning of the 
end for the Old Regime and its oppressive institutions. 

• National Holiday: July 14, Bastille Day, is celebrated in France as a national 
holiday, symbolizing the values of liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

The storming of the Bastille played a pivotal role in the French Revolution, 
galvanizing the revolutionary spirit and pushing France toward profound political 
changes. It remains a symbol of the struggle for freedom and the power of the 
people to challenge oppressive regimes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


