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Badminton Strategy: Outsmarting Your Opponent
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. A clear is a high shot that sends the shuttlecock deep into the
opponent's court, while a drop shot is a delicate shot that lands
close to the net. Clear shots are useful for pushing your opponent
to the back of the court, while drop shots are effective for
catching them off guard near the net.

2. Possible adjustments might include mixing up your shots with
drop shots or clears, aiming for the sidelines, or incorporating
more deception into your game.

3. Shot placement involves intentionally aiming your shots to
specific areas of the court to make it challenging for your
opponent to return them effectively. For example, you might aim
for the corners to create wide angles, or you might play a net
shot to force your opponent into a net battle.

4. To level the playing field against a faster opponent, you can
focus on shot placement, use deception, and try to tire them out
by varying the pace of the game. Additionally, you can
anticipate their movements and strategize to exploit their

weaknesses.
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