
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Street Smarts: The Hustler's Journey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Marcus's background and environment in the streets of Brooklyn 

exposed him to various challenges and opportunities, which 

developed his street smarts. For example, he learned to 

negotiate, solve problems on the spot, and adapt to ever-

changing circumstances. 

2. Family and heritage played a crucial role in Marcus's journey. His 

grandma's recipes not only provided the foundation for his food 

truck but also connected him to his roots and culture. They 

represented a part of his identity that he shared with his 

community. 

3. The story demonstrates resilience as Marcus faces unexpected 

challenges during the competition. He doesn't give up but finds 

creative solutions. For instance, he adapts his recipes when 

faced with ingredient shortages and perseveres through the 

rainstorm. 

4. Marcus's story emphasizes the importance of believing in 

oneself, seizing opportunities, and using one's unique talents to 

pursue dreams. It also underscores the significance of preserving 

and sharing one's cultural heritage as a source of strength and 

identity. 

 

 

 


