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Street Skateboarding vs. Vert Skateboarding: A 
World of Difference 
Skateboarding is a diverse and exhilarating sport that 
offers various styles and disciplines. Two of the most 
popular and distinct styles are street skateboarding and 
vert skateboarding. Each style presents unique 
challenges, techniques, and environments. In this guide, 
we will explore the differences between street 
skateboarding and vert skateboarding in great detail. 

Street Skateboarding 

Street skateboarding is the most common and recognizable style of 
skateboarding. It takes place on the streets, sidewalks, plazas, and any urban 
environment that provides obstacles to skate on. Here are some key 
characteristics of street skateboarding: 

1. Terrain: Street skateboarders utilize a wide range of urban obstacles, such as 
curbs, stairs, handrails, benches, and ledges. They often search for creative and 
challenging spots to skate, making use of the city's architecture. 

2. Tricks: Street skateboarding is all about performing technical tricks, known as 
"street tricks," on various obstacles. Common street tricks include kickflips, ollies, 
grinds, slides, and flip tricks. 

3. Style: Street skateboarders often focus on style and fluidity in their movements. 
They incorporate the urban environment into their routines, using obstacles to flow 
from one trick to the next. 

4. Creativity: Creativity is a significant aspect of street skateboarding. Skaters 
explore their surroundings and invent new ways to navigate obstacles, 
showcasing their originality. 

5. Challenges: Street skateboarding requires adaptability, as the terrain is 
unpredictable. Skaters must learn to land tricks on different surfaces and in various 
conditions, making it a versatile and exciting discipline. 

Vert Skateboarding 

Vert skateboarding, short for "vertical skateboarding," is a style of skateboarding 
that takes place in skateparks designed with large vertical ramps, or halfpipes. 
Here are some key characteristics of vert skateboarding: 

1. Terrain: Vert skateboarding is typically performed in skateparks that have large, 
U-shaped ramps known as halfpipes. These ramps can vary in size, but they all 
provide vertical transitions for skaters to ride. 
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2. Tricks: Vert skateboarding is characterized by aerial tricks performed in the air 
above the coping (the curved edge of the halfpipe). Skaters execute tricks like 
airs, grabs, flips, and spins. 

3. Style: Style in vert skateboarding often revolves around achieving maximum 
height and amplitude while executing tricks. Skaters aim to reach great heights 
above the coping to impress judges and spectators. 

4. Creativity: While creativity plays a role in vert skateboarding, it is more 
structured compared to street skateboarding. Skaters practice and perfect 
specific tricks and combinations to perform in contests. 

5. Challenges: Vert skateboarding demands a high level of skill, balance, and 
control. Skaters must master dropping into the ramp, achieving height, and 
landing smoothly on the transition. The vertical nature of the ramps adds an extra 
layer of difficulty. 

Main Differences 

Now that we've explored the characteristics of street skateboarding and vert 
skateboarding, let's highlight some of the main differences between the two 
styles: 

• Terrain: Street skateboarding takes place in 
urban environments with a wide range of 
obstacles, while vert skateboarding is 
performed on specially designed ramps in 
skateparks. 

• Tricks: Street skateboarding emphasizes 
technical tricks performed on obstacles like 
rails and stairs, while vert skateboarding 
focuses on aerial tricks executed above the 
halfpipe. 

• Style: Street skateboarders often prioritize style and fluidity in their 
movements, while vert skateboarders aim for maximum height and 
amplitude in their tricks. 

• Creativity: Street skateboarders use their creativity to navigate urban 
obstacles and invent new lines, while vert skateboarders practice specific 
tricks and combinations for contests. 

• Challenges: Street skateboarders must adapt to different surfaces and 
conditions in the urban environment, while vert skateboarders face the 
challenge of mastering the vertical transitions of the ramp. 

 

 

 


