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On Liberty by John Stuart Mill 
"On Liberty" is a classic work of political philosophy 
written by British philosopher John Stuart Mill, first 
published in 1859. Mill was a prominent thinker of the 
19th century and a strong advocate for individual liberty 
and freedom of thought. In this influential essay, he 
explores the limits of state authority and the principles 
that should govern the relationship between the 
individual and society. 

At the heart of "On Liberty" is the concept of individual 
liberty, which Mill argues is essential for human progress 

and the well-being of society. He contends that individuals should be free to think, 
express, and act according to their own will, as long as their actions do not harm 
others. Mill's famous harm principle states that the only legitimate reason for 
society to restrict an individual's liberty is to prevent harm to others. 

Mill delves into various aspects of liberty, including freedom of thought and 
expression. He emphasizes the importance of allowing dissenting opinions and 
controversial ideas to be heard, as they contribute to the robustness of society's 
beliefs and encourage critical thinking. Mill also addresses the idea of "tyranny of 
the majority," where the majority stifles minority voices, and he argues against this 
form of oppression. 

Furthermore, Mill explores the limits of state intervention in the lives of individuals. 
He asserts that the state should only exercise control in cases where individuals' 
actions can cause harm to others. Mill's view on the limits of state authority aligns 
with the broader philosophy of liberalism, which promotes limited government 
interference in individual lives. 

While advocating for individual freedom, Mill also recognizes the importance of 
education and moral development. He believes that a well-educated and 
morally conscious society is better equipped to exercise individual liberty 
responsibly and make informed choices that benefit the common good. 

Mill's ideas in "On Liberty" have had a profound impact on political philosophy, 
ethics, and the development of democratic societies. His defense of individual 
liberty remains a cornerstone of modern liberal thought and continues to shape 
discussions on freedom of speech, censorship, and the role of government in 
contemporary society. 

Reading "On Liberty" challenges readers to consider the delicate balance 
between individual freedom and the responsibilities of society, as well as the 
ethical and political implications of limiting or protecting individual rights. 

 


