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On Liberty by John Stuart Mill 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Discuss a real-life situation where the harm principle, as proposed by John 
Stuart Mill, could be applied to justify restricting an individual's liberty. Reflect 
on the ethical considerations involved. 

 

2. Explore the implications of the "tyranny of the majority" in contemporary 
society, providing examples and discussing potential consequences. 

 

3. Consider the role of education in fostering responsible exercise of individual 
liberty. How can education contribute to ethical decision-making and a well-
informed citizenry? 

 

4. Analyze the ongoing debates surrounding freedom of speech and censorship 
in the context of Mill's ideas in "On Liberty." How do his principles inform these 
discussions, and what challenges arise in applying them today? 

 

 


