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Friendship and Dreams: A Summary of 'Of Mice and Men' 
"Of Mice and Men" is a classic novella written by 
John Steinbeck, set during the Great Depression 
in the United States. It tells the poignant story of 
two displaced ranch workers, George and 
Lennie, who share a dream of owning their own 
piece of land and living a life of independence. 
This novella explores themes of friendship, 
loneliness, dreams, and the harsh realities of life 
during this challenging period in history. 

The story begins with George and Lennie on the 
run, escaping from a town where Lennie's 

innocent but unintentional actions caused trouble. George, who acts as Lennie's 
protector and caregiver, is determined to ensure Lennie's safety and fulfill their 
dream of owning a piece of land together. 

As they arrive at a new ranch to work, they meet their fellow ranch workers, 
including Candy, an old swamper with a loyal dog, and Slim, a skilled mule driver 
and the ranch's respected authority figure. They also encounter Curley, the boss's 
aggressive and short-tempered son, who immediately takes issue with Lennie. 

George and Lennie's dream of owning a piece of land becomes a beacon of 
hope for them and their newfound friends. They envision a life of self-sufficiency 
and freedom from the constant instability of their itinerant work. 

However, the dream is challenged by the harsh realities of their circumstances. 
Curley's wife, who is lonely and isolated on the ranch, becomes a source of 
temptation and danger for Lennie. Tragedy strikes when Lennie inadvertently kills 
her in a moment of panic. George, faced with the difficult decision of protecting 
Lennie or seeking justice for the death, chooses to spare Lennie from a violent 
mob. In a heart-wrenching act of mercy and love, George takes Lennie's life, 
knowing that it is the only way to protect him from further harm. 

The novella concludes with George, Slim, and the other ranch workers 
understanding the complexity of George and Lennie's friendship and the tragic 
circumstances that led to the heartbreaking decision. 

"Of Mice and Men" is a powerful exploration of the enduring human desire for 
companionship, the pursuit of dreams, and the painful sacrifices made when 
those dreams are threatened. 

 


