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The Journey of Winston Smith: A Summary of '1984' 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. At the start of the novel, Winston begins to secretly document his dissent 
against the Party. Explain the significance of his act of writing in a hidden diary 
and why it makes him a potential target of the Thought Police. How does this 
act foreshadow his journey in the story? 

 

2. In the middle of the novel, Winston and Julia's relationship undergoes a 
dramatic change due to their arrest and torture. Describe the impact of their 
experiences on their love and commitment to rebellion. How does this 
transformation reflect the Party's control and manipulation of individuals? 

 

3. Winston's betrayal of Julia in the middle of the book is a pivotal moment in the 
story. Analyze the significance of this betrayal and how it represents his 
transformation. What does it reveal about the power of the Party's influence 
and the consequences of resistance? 

 

4. Reflect on the ending of "1984" and Winston's complete submission to the Party. 
Discuss how his journey reflects the novel's themes of oppression and the 
ultimate triumph of totalitarianism. What message does this ending convey 
about the dangers of authoritarian rule and the suppression of individuality 
and truth? 


