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The Unforgettable Summer Journey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary, but students might share their own desired 

experiences to share, such as encounters with wildlife, 

discoveries of historical sites, or interactions with local residents. 

2. Students might explain that the connections and relationships 

formed during the journey enriched the narrator's experience by 

providing insights into the local culture and creating lasting 

memories. They might value the human element of travel most. 

3. Challenges might include language barriers, unfamiliar customs, 

and navigating unfamiliar terrain, while rewards could include 

personal growth, a deeper understanding of the world, and the 

joy of discovery. 

4. This story teaches us that travel and exploration can lead to 

profound experiences and connections with both people and 

places. It emphasizes the value of leaving one's mark, not just 

physically, but also through genuine interactions and shared 

moments. 

 

 


