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Water's Invisible Skin: Understanding Surface Tension 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Discuss the potential consequences for small insects like water striders if water 
did not exhibit surface tension. 

 

2. Explain how an understanding of surface tension can be applied in everyday 
life to solve practical problems or improve technology. 

 

3. Imagine a world where surface tension in water was extremely weak. How 
might this impact various aspects of the environment and living organisms? 

 

4. Describe an experiment you could conduct to demonstrate the concept of 
surface tension to someone who has never heard of it before. 

 

 

 

 


