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The Surreal World of Salvador Dali: The Persistence of Memory
Short Answer Key

1. The melting watches in "The Persistence of Memory" appear as if
they are in a state of liquefaction, symbolizing the fluidity and
fragility of time. Their drooping, distorted forms challenge the
idea of time as a rigid and fixed concept.

2. Salvador Dali's use of soft, fluid brushstrokes contributes to the
surreal nature of the painting by creating a sense of liquidity and
dreamlike movement in the melting watches and the
landscape.

3. The distorted face in the painting can be interpreted in various
ways, including as a representation of the artist's inner turmoil
and anxiety, or as a symbol of the unconscious mind. It adds to
the dreamlike quality of the artwork.

4. "The Persistence of Memory" challenges our understanding of
reality and time by presenting irrational and unexpected
juxtapositions of objects. This aligns with the Surrealist
movement's goal of exploring the world of dreams and the
subconscious mind.

5. Salvador Dali is considered unique and influential due to his
eccentric personality, meticulous attention to detail, and his
ability to blend realistic elements with dreamlike imagery. This
uniqueness is evident in his exploration of the subconscious mind

in "The Persistence of Memory."
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