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The Sacrifice for Survival 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The group's internal conflict arises from the clash between their 

innate sense of humanity and their desperate need for survival. 

They grapple with the moral dilemma of sacrificing one of their 

own for the greater good, highlighting the sacrifices people may 

be willing to make in dire circumstances. 

2. The story illustrates the theme of sacrifice for the greater good 

through Sarah's willingness to sacrifice herself to provide food for 

the group. Her sacrifice symbolizes the harsh reality that survivors 

face in a post-apocalyptic world and the lengths they must go 

to in order to ensure their collective survival. 

3. Sarah's sacrifice deeply affected the group emotionally. It 

strengthened their bonds as they shared the burden of her loss, 

but it also served as a constant reminder of the harsh choices 

they had to make in their harsh new world. The survivors became 

more united in their struggle but also carried the weight of their 

decision with them. 

4. Sarah is characterized by her empathy and compassion, while 

Mark is portrayed as a strong and selfless leader. Sarah's 

empathy led her to suggest a fair method of deciding who 

would make the sacrifice, while Mark's leadership played a key 

role in keeping the group together and making difficult 

decisions. These traits influenced the group's decision-making 

process and their ultimate choice. 


