
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Surviving the Storm: Life as a Normal Citizen 
During the Great Depression 
In the early 1930s, our nation faced one of its most 

challenging periods, known as the Great 

Depression. This historical account delves into the 

life of an ordinary citizen during those trying times, 

shedding light on the struggles and resilience of everyday people. 

Picture yourself in a small town hit hard by economic hardship. Jobs were scarce, 

and many businesses shuttered their doors. Families, once comfortable, suddenly 

found themselves struggling to make ends meet. The Great Depression had cast 

a dark shadow over the land. 

For the average citizen, life was a daily battle for survival. Jobs were precious 

commodities, and those fortunate enough to have one often faced long hours 

and meager wages. Families had to tighten their belts, rationing food and making 

every penny count. 

But amid the hardship, communities came together. Neighbors helped neighbors, 

sharing what little they had. Soup kitchens and breadlines provided a lifeline for 

those in need. People learned to be resourceful, stretching their resources to feed 

their families and keep a roof over their heads. 

Education was a luxury for some, as children were pulled out of school to help 

support their families. The dream of a better future seemed distant, but 

determination and hope persisted. 

As the nation slowly recovered, the spirit of resilience endured. The Great 

Depression taught us the value of community, compassion, and perseverance. It 

was a time when ordinary citizens displayed extraordinary strength in the face of 

adversity. 

 


