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Surviving the Storm: Life as a Normal Citizen During the Great 
Depression 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. During the Great Depression, ordinary citizens faced numerous 
challenges, including scarce job opportunities, low wages, food 
rationing, and the struggle to provide for their families. Many lost 
their homes and livelihoods, leading to widespread suffering and 
uncertainty. 

2. Communities came together during the Great Depression to 
support each other through shared resources, setting up soup 
kitchens and breadlines, and helping neighbors in need. This 
sense of unity and assistance was vital for survival and provided 
emotional and practical support during a time of economic 
hardship. 

3. The economic hardship of the Great Depression had a profound 
impact on education. Many children were forced to leave 
school to help support their families, leading to interrupted 
education and dashed hopes for a better future. The pursuit of 
education was a luxury that many families could not afford 
during those trying times. 

4. People learned lasting lessons from their experiences during the 
Great Depression, including the value of community, 
compassion, and perseverance. These lessons shaped their 
outlook on life, emphasizing the importance of helping one 
another during tough times. The resilience and sense of unity that 
emerged during the Great Depression left a lasting impact on 
individuals and communities, influencing their values and 
actions for years to come. 

 

 

 

 


