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Team Play: Basketball Positions and Their Roles 
Short Answer Key 

1. The point guard is responsible for running the team's offense, 

bringing the ball up the court, setting up plays, and making 

decisions on passing the ball. They are often the team's primary 

playmaker. 

2. The primary responsibility of a small forward is to contribute both 

offensively and defensively. They need skills in scoring, 

rebounding, and playing solid defense, as well as the ability to 

drive to the basket and shoot from mid-range. 

3. The shooting guard contributes to a basketball team's offense by 

scoring points, especially from long-range shooting. On defense, 

they are responsible for guarding the opposing team's guards 

and preventing them from scoring. 

4. A power forward's role in basketball is distinguished by their 

ability to score inside the paint, grab rebounds, and protect the 

rim on defense. They are physical players who often set screens 

and contribute to the team's interior scoring. 

5. A center's key responsibilities in basketball include scoring in the 

post, blocking shots, grabbing rebounds, and protecting the rim 

on defense. They are typically the tallest players on the team 

and play a vital role in controlling the paint. 

 

 

 


