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Team Play: Basketball Positions and Their Roles 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Example: Kobe Bryant was a famous shooting guard who 

excelled in the position. His scoring ability, especially from 

beyond the three-point line, made him a threat to opposing 

defenses and a key contributor to his team's success. 

2. In a close game, a small forward's versatility can be valuable. 

They can score from various positions on the court, play 

lockdown defense, and make critical plays down the stretch, 

such as scoring a crucial basket or grabbing a crucial rebound. 

3. The collaboration between a point guard and a center benefits 

a basketball team in various ways. The point guard can initiate 

plays, set up the center for easy scoring opportunities, and use 

pick-and-roll plays to create mismatches. The center can 

protect the rim on defense and provide offensive rebounds, 

allowing the team to maintain possession and score. 

4. In a tightly contested game, a power forward's physicality and 

ability to score in the paint can make a significant difference. 

They can secure critical offensive rebounds, draw fouls, and 

score crucial points in close-range situations, helping their team 

gain an edge in a competitive match. 

 

 

 

 

 


