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Linus Torvalds: The Creator of Linux 
Linus Torvalds is one of the most important computer 
programmers in history. He is best known for creating 
Linux, a computer operating system that is used all over 
the world. His work changed technology, making 
computers more accessible and free for everyone. 
Early Life and Education 
Linus Torvalds was born on December 28, 1969, in 
Helsinki, Finland. As a child, he was very curious and 
loved learning about computers. His grandfather, a 
mathematician, introduced him to programming when 

he was young. Linus became fascinated with how computers worked and spent 
many hours learning how to write code. 
When he grew older, he attended the University of Helsinki, where he studied 
computer science. While in college, he became interested in operating systems—the 
special programs that help computers run. He wanted to create something better 
than what was already available. 
Creating Linux 
In 1991, Linus Torvalds started working on a small personal project. He wanted to 
create an operating system that was fast, free, and open for anyone to use. He called 
it Linux. At first, it was just a small program, but he decided to share it with other 
programmers on the internet. To his surprise, many people were excited about Linux! 
They started helping him improve it, adding new features and fixing problems. 
Because it was open-source software, anyone could use, change, and improve it. 
This was different from other operating systems, like Windows or MacOS, which are 
owned by big companies. 
Soon, Linux became one of the most popular operating systems in the world. Today, 
it is used in smartphones, computers, supercomputers, and even space stations! 
Challenges and Achievements 
Even though Linux was successful, Torvalds faced many challenges. At first, some 
people doubted that free software could compete with big companies. However, 
because of the hard work of programmers around the world, Linux continued to 
grow. Over the years, Linus Torvalds became a respected leader in the world of 
technology. He created Git, a tool that helps programmers work together on 
projects. He also won many awards for his contributions to computing. 
Legacy of Linus Torvalds 
Today, Linus Torvalds is still working to improve Linux. His invention has helped millions 
of people, from students learning to code to scientists exploring space. Linux powers 
many of the world’s biggest websites, like Google, Facebook, and Amazon. Torvalds 
proved that one person with a great idea can change the world. His work has made 
technology more open, free, and available to everyone. 
 


