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Driving Age Debate: The Road to Safer Teen Drivers 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The answer to whether the driving age should be raised to 18 

depends on individual perspectives. Some may agree because 

they believe it would lead to safer roads and fewer accidents 

among teenagers, while others may disagree, arguing that it 

could inconvenience families and limit teenagers' access to job 

opportunities or extracurricular activities. 

2. Additional reasons for raising the driving age to 18 might include 

the potential reduction in insurance costs for teenage drivers, 

the opportunity for teenagers to gain more life experience and 

maturity, and the ability to align with international standards 

where the driving age is often higher. 

3. Public transportation and carpooling can help address the 

inconvenience caused by raising the driving age by providing 

alternative means of transportation for teenagers. This would 

ensure that they can still access job opportunities, school, and 

extracurricular activities without needing to drive themselves. 

4. Driver's education programs play a crucial role in improving the 

safety of teenage drivers regardless of the minimum driving age. 

These programs teach important skills, such as defensive driving 

techniques, road safety rules, and the importance of responsible 

behavior behind the wheel. They also often include practical 

driving lessons that help teenagers gain experience and 

confidence on the road. 


