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The Time-Traveling Telescope 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Possible answer: The shooting star symbolized the catalyst for 
their extraordinary adventure and the unlocking of their 
telescope's time-traveling powers. It represented the idea that 
unexpected events can lead to incredible journeys and 
discoveries. 

2. Possible answer: The Mayan civilization's reverence for 
astronomy and celestial events served as the backdrop for the 
story's central conflict—the Eclipse Enigma. Their belief in the 
significance of celestial phenomena and the role of the moon 
and sun added depth to the plot and highlighted the 
importance of astronomy in their culture. 

3. Possible answer: Throughout their adventure, Samantha and 
Daniel evolved from curious astronomers into problem-solving 
heroes. They gained a deeper appreciation for the cosmos, 
learned to work alongside the Mayan astronomers, and 
developed the confidence to take on challenges. Their 
experiences enriched their characters and strengthened their 
bond. 

4. Possible answer: The ritual during the total solar eclipse 
symbolized the culmination of their journey and their ultimate 
success in resolving the Eclipse Enigma. It brought together their 
knowledge, the wisdom of Xibalba, and the power of celestial 
alignment to restore balance to the cosmos. The eclipse marked 
the turning point in the story, leading to the resolution of the 
central conflict. 

 

 

 

 


