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Exploring the Lymphatic Detective: Tests and Tools for Your Lymphatic
System

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answers may vary, but in a scenario with unexplained lymphatic
issues, a combination of diagnostic tests and imaging
techniques can work together to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the problem. Blood tests can identify
abnormalities in lymphocyte counts, while imaging techniques
like ultrasound, lymphangiography, and lymphoscintigraphy
can help visualize lymphatic vessels, assess lymphatic flow, and
identify blockages or leaks. These results can guide treatment
decisions and help doctors determine the most appropriate
interventions.

2. An interesting fact is that lymphoscintigraphy can also be used
to map the lymphatic system before surgeries involving lymph
nodes. This technique helps surgeons plan procedures and
minimize the risk of complications, particularly in cancer
treatments like lymph node dissection or lymphaticovenous

anastomaosis.
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