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The Defector 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The official may have faced dilemmas related to loyalty to their 

country versus their disillusionment with their government's 

actions. Factors influencing their decision could include 

concerns for their safety, a desire for justice, or a belief in the 

greater good. 

2. Qualities such as leadership, intelligence, adaptability, and 

resourcefulness make Agent Emily an effective leader. Her ability 

to make quick decisions and her dedication to the mission are 

also essential. 

3. The story uses suspense by keeping the threat of pursuit and 

danger ever-present. This builds tension and keeps readers 

engaged as they wonder whether the defector will reach safety 

or be captured, creating a sense of urgency throughout the 

narrative. 

4. An alternative ending where the defector doesn't reach safety 

could emphasize the challenges and risks involved in espionage 

and defection. It might convey a message about the sacrifices 

and consequences individuals face when seeking justice and 

freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 


