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The Impact of the Crusades on Europe and the Middle East 
Short Answer Key 

1. The Crusades brought back Middle Eastern culture and 

knowledge to Europe. Crusaders were exposed to the rich 

cultures of the Middle East, leading to an exchange of scientific, 

literary, and artistic works. This influenced the European 

Renaissance. 

2. The Crusades stimulated European economies by creating a 

demand for goods from the East. This led to the growth of trade 

routes and the establishment of merchant guilds, resulting in 

economic growth. 

3. The participation of knights and nobles in the Crusades 

weakened the feudal system. Many nobles sold their lands to 

fund their journeys, leading to the rise of centralized monarchies 

and contributing to the decline of feudalism. 

4. The fall of Jerusalem during the Crusades brought destruction to 

the city and led to the massacre of many inhabitants. However, 

it also resulted in the establishment of Crusader States, creating 

a diverse society with cultural exchanges between different 

communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


