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The Real and the Fake 

Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. Do you think Holden was being fake or kind when he lied to Ernest’s mother? 

Explain your answer. 

 

2. Why do you think people sometimes act differently around others instead of 
being their true selves? 

 

3. Holden admires honesty but also lies sometimes. How do you think this affects 
the way he sees himself? 

 

4. If you were Holden’s friend, what advice would you give him about dealing 
with phoniness? 

 

 

 


