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Exploring 'Of Mice and Men': Themes, Characters, and Purpose 
"Of Mice and Men" is a classic novella written 
by John Steinbeck, set during the Great 
Depression in the United States. This powerful 
and thought-provoking story explores themes 
of friendship, loneliness, dreams, and the 
harsh realities of life during a challenging 
period in history. 

The novella revolves around two central 
characters, George and Lennie, who are 
itinerant ranch workers traveling together in 
search of employment and stability. George 
is a small, sharp-witted man, while Lennie is 

large and incredibly strong but possesses a childlike innocence. Their friendship is 
the emotional core of the story, and it is defined by George's role as Lennie's 
protector and caregiver. 

The central purpose of "Of Mice and Men" is to shed light on the lives of individuals 
marginalized by society, particularly during the Great Depression. The characters 
in the novella represent a cross-section of people who faced economic hardship, 
discrimination, and isolation during this challenging period. Through their struggles 
and dreams, Steinbeck highlights the universal human desire for companionship, 
dignity, and the pursuit of better lives. 

Themes 

• Friendship: The bond between George and Lennie is a central theme of the 
novella. Their friendship is both heartwarming and tragic, as George 
becomes Lennie's caretaker and protector. Their dream of owning land 
together represents their hope for a better life and their shared vision of 
independence. 

• Loneliness: Loneliness is a pervasive theme in "Of Mice and Men." Many 
characters, including Candy, Crooks, and Curley's wife, experience 
profound isolation and seek companionship. The story portrays the deep 
human need for connection and the impact of loneliness on individuals. 

• Dreams and Aspirations: The pursuit of dreams is a driving force in the lives 
of the characters. George and Lennie's dream of owning land represents 
hope and the possibility of a better future. Each character's dreams, 
whether realized or unfulfilled, reveal their desires and motivations. 

• Discrimination: The novella highlights the discrimination faced by 
marginalized groups during the Great Depression. Crooks, the only African 
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American worker on the ranch, experiences racial discrimination and 
isolation. Curley's wife, as the only woman on the ranch, faces sexism and 
loneliness. 

Characters 

• George Milton: George is Lennie's loyal friend and protector. He is a quick 
thinker and is determined to ensure Lennie's safety. His character represents 
the sacrifices made for friendship and the pursuit of dreams. 

• Lennie Small: Lennie is physically strong but mentally challenged. He relies 
on George for guidance and protection. His innocence and love for soft 
things create both heartwarming moments and conflicts. 

• Candy: Candy is an aging swamper with a missing hand. He seeks 
companionship and dreams of joining George and Lennie in their quest for 
land. His character reflects the impact of age and disability on 
marginalized individuals. 

• Curley: Curley is the boss's son, known for his aggressive nature. His 
confrontational relationship with George and Lennie leads to tension on the 
ranch. His character represents insecurity and jealousy. 

• Curley's Wife: Curley's wife is lonely and seeks attention from the ranch 
workers. Her unfulfilled dreams and desire for companionship contribute to 
the story's conflicts. 

Purpose 

The purp ose of "Of Mice and Men" is to offer 
readers a glimpse into the lives of individuals who 
faced economic hardship, discrimination, and 
loneliness during the Great Depression. Through its 
characters and their dreams, the novella invites 
readers to empathize with those marginalized by 
society and to reflect on the universal human 
desire for friendship, dignity, and a better life. 
Steinbeck's storytelling serves as a powerful 
reminder of the resilience of the human spirit in the 
face of adversity. 

 

 

 

 


