
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Therapist's Dilemma 
Dr. Emily Turner was a dedicated therapist who 
had seen her fair share of patients with complex 
issues. One day, she received a new patient 
named Claire, a quiet and introverted young 
woman with a troubled past. Claire had been 
struggling with anxiety and depression for years. 

In their therapy sessions, Claire shared her 
thoughts and feelings, but Dr. Turner sensed that something was being kept 
hidden. Claire was evasive about certain topics, and her anxiety seemed to 
intensify when those subjects were brought up. Dr. Turner couldn't help but 
wonder what Claire was concealing. 

One evening, while tidying up her office, Dr. Turner accidentally knocked over a 
stack of notebooks hidden in a drawer. Curiosity got the better of her, and she 
decided to take a peek. Inside, she found Claire's secret notebooks filled with 
disturbing thoughts and fantasies that Claire had never mentioned in their 
sessions. 

Dr. Turner was faced with a moral dilemma. On one hand, she had a duty to 
respect Claire's privacy and maintain patient confidentiality. On the other hand, 
she was deeply concerned about Claire's well-being and the potential danger 
she might pose to herself or others. 

After much contemplation, Dr. Turner decided to address the issue with Claire 
during their next session. She gently broached the subject, assuring Claire that her 
privacy was of utmost importance but expressing her concern about Claire's 
safety. 

Claire hesitated but ultimately opened up about the darker thoughts in her 
notebooks. Together, they explored these thoughts and worked on strategies to 
cope with them constructively. Dr. Turner also encouraged Claire to involve a 
trusted friend or family member in her support network. 

As the therapy sessions continued, Claire made progress in managing her anxiety 
and depression. Dr. Turner had learned a valuable lesson about the delicate 
balance between patient confidentiality and the responsibility to ensure a 
patient's well-being. 

 


