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What Are a Monkey’s Predators and Threats? 
Monkeys are clever and agile, but they face many 
dangers in the wild. Their predators and threats 
come from other animals, changes to their 
environment, and even humans. Despite these 
challenges, monkeys use their intelligence and 
teamwork to survive. 

Predators 
Many animals hunt monkeys for food. Big cats, such 
as leopards and jaguars, are common predators. 

These cats are stealthy hunters that can climb trees to catch monkeys. Eagles and 
other large birds of prey also target monkeys, swooping down from the sky to grab 
them. Snakes, such as pythons, are another danger, especially for young or small 
monkeys. To protect themselves, monkeys often live in groups and keep watch 
for predators. If one monkey spots danger, it will call out to warn the others. 

Environmental Threats 
Monkeys also face threats from their changing environments. Deforestation, or 
the cutting down of forests, is one of the biggest problems. When trees are 
removed, monkeys lose their homes and have a harder time finding food. Climate 
change, which causes unusual weather patterns, can also affect the availability 
of food and shelter for monkeys. 

Human Interference 
Humans are another threat to monkeys. Some people hunt monkeys for food or 
capture them to sell as pets. Others destroy forests to build farms or cities, leaving 
monkeys with fewer places to live. In some areas, monkeys are even harmed by 
pollution, like plastic waste and chemicals, that damage their habitats. 

Health Risks 
Monkeys also face health challenges from diseases and parasites. In the wild, 
monkeys can get sick from viruses and bacteria, just like humans. Parasites, such 
as ticks and worms, are common problems too. Grooming is one way monkeys 
stay healthy, as it helps remove parasites and keeps their fur clean. 

Despite these challenges, monkeys are resourceful. They rely on their ability to 
climb, their strong social bonds, and their keen senses to avoid predators and 
other dangers. Protecting forests and reducing human interference can help 
monkeys continue to thrive in the wild. 


