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Ties That Bind 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The poem portrays the complexities of the strained parent-child 

relationship by highlighting the clash of emotions, the desire for 

control, and the enduring love that exists despite the discord. It 

shows that the relationship is a mix of love and conflict, making 

it both challenging and rewarding. 

2. The parent and child in the poem can work through their 

differences and strengthen their relationship by practicing open 

communication, empathy, and forgiveness. They can 

acknowledge each other's perspectives and work together to 

find common ground and solutions to their conflicts. 

3. The poem teaches us that family bonds are valuable and 

enduring, even when relationships face challenges. It 

underscores the importance of love, forgiveness, and 

perseverance in maintaining strong family ties. 

4. Answers may vary. Students may share personal experiences or 

examples of strained parent-child relationships and how they 

were resolved or improved over time through communication, 

understanding, and love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


