Name

, Tigers are more than just fierce predators; they
play a vital role in maintaining the health of their
ecosystems. As apex predators, they sit at the top
| of the food chain and help keep the balance of
nature. Without tigers, entire ecosystems could
become unbalanced, leading to problems for
many other animals and plants.

Controlling Prey Populations

\ - One of the most important roles tigers play is
controlling the populations of herbivores like deer, wild boar, and buffalo. If these
animals became too numerous, they would eat too much vegetation. This could
lead to overgrazing, where plants and grasses are destroyed faster than they can
grow back. By hunting these animals, tigers prevent overgrazing and protect the
forests and grasslands they call home.

Supporting Biodiversity

When tigers keep herbivore numbers in check, they indirectly help other species
thrive. With enough plants to go around, smaller animals like rabbits, birds, and
insects can find food and shelter. Healthy vegetation also prevents soil erosion

and keeps water sources clean. In this way, tigers support biodiversity, which
means a wide variety of plants and animails living together in harmony.

Indicators of a Healthy Ecosystem

Tigers are often called “umbrella species.” This means that when tigers are
protected, many other animals and plants in their habitat are protected, too. By
saving the tiger, we also save the forests, rivers, and grasslands that countless
other species depend on. If tigers disappeatr, it is often a warning sign that the
ecosystem is in trouble.

Challenges to Their Role

Unfortunately, tigers face many challenges, such as habitat loss, poaching, and
environmental changes. These threats not only endanger tigers but also harm the
ecosystems they protect. Conservation efforts, like creating tiger reserves and
enforcing anti-poaching laws, are critical for ensuring that tigers can continue
their vital role in the food chain.

Tigers are more than just beautiful animals; they are guardians of their ecosystems.
By protecting tigers, we protect the natural world they help maintain. !
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