Name

Tigers are known for being solitary animals, but they
§ are not completely disconnected from the world
| around them. While they don’t form close
relationships with other species, they still interact with
many animals in ways that impact their environment.
| These interactions can sometimes be seen as
examples of symbiosis, which includes mutualism,

Tigers don’t have many mutualistic relationships, where both species benefit.
However, one possible example is how tigers control herbivore populations. By
hunting animals like deer and wild boar, tigers help prevent overgrazing. This
benefits plants, which in turn supports other herbivores and smaller animals. While
not a direct mutualism, this balance helps keep the ecosystem healthy.

Parasitism: Unwanted Guests

Like many animals, tigers can have parasites that harm them. Ticks, fleas, and
worms live on or inside tigers and take nutrients from them. This is an example of
parasitism, where one species benefits (the parasite) while the other is harmed
(the tiger). These parasites can weaken tigers by causing infections or making
them sick.

Commensalism: One Benefits, the Other Unaffected

Commensalism is when one species benefits while the other is not helped or
harmed. Scavengers, such as jackals or birds, may follow tigers to feed on leftover
scraps from their kills. The scavengers get an easy meal, but the tiger is not
affected by their presence.

The Bigger Picture

While tigers don’t form friendships or close bonds with other species, their role as
apex predators means they have a huge impact on the ecosystem. By keeping
prey populations in check, they indirectly support the health of plants, water
sources, and other animals. Even their leftovers feed other creatures, showing how
their presence helps maintain balance in nature.

Tigers may be solitary hunters, but their relationships with other species, even
indirect ones, show how connected all life in the wild truly is.
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