Name

Ancient Greece was a fascinating civilization that
existed from around 800 BC to 146 BC. It was located
in southeastern Europe, on the Balkan Peninsula,

! and consisted of a collection of city-states, each
with its own government, culture, and way of life.
Let's dive into the details of when ancient Greece

existed, when it came to an end, and its major
accomplishments.

When Did Ancient Greece Exist?

Ancient Greece's history is divided into several periods, but its traditional starting
point is around 800 BC during the Archaic Period. This period marked the
emergence of city-states like Athens and Sparta. The Classical Period, which
began around 500 BC, is often considered the peak of ancient Greek civilization,
with achievements in philosophy, art, and architecture. The Hellenistic Period,
which followed the conquests of Alexander the Great around 323 BC, marked the
spread of Greek culture across the known world. Finally, ancient Greece's end is
commonly dated to the year 146 BC when the Roman Empire conquered
Greece, making it a part of their vast territory.

Major Accomplishments of Ancient Greece

e Democracy: Ancient Greece is often credited with the invention of
democracy. In Athens, citizens had the right to participate in decision-
making, a concept that has infuenced modern democratic systems
worldwide.

e Philosophy: Ancient Greek philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
made significant contributions to philosophy. They pondered questions
about ethics, knowledge, and the nature of the universe, laying the
foundation for Western philosophy.

e Art and Architecture: Greek art and architecture are renowned for their
beauty and precision. The Parthenon, a temple dedicated to the goddess
Athena, is a prime example of their architectural prowess. Sculptures like
the Venus de Milo and the Discus Thrower exemplify their artistic excellence.

e Literature: The ancient Greeks produced epic poems like the "lliad" and the
"Odyssey," attributed to the poet Homer. These works are still celebrated for
their storytelling and moral lessons.

e Olympic Games: The Olympic Games, held in Olympia, Greece, were a
mayjor sporting event in ancient times. They showcased athletic talents and
promoted unity among Greek city-states. The modern Olympic Games
draw inspiration from this ancient tradition.
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