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Timeless Lessons 
Lois Lowry’s novel The Giver was first 
published in 1993, yet it continues to 
be widely read and discussed today. 
Why has this story remained so 
popular? One reason is that The 
Giver explores important themes that 
are still relevant in our world. The 
novel makes readers think about 
freedom, choice, and what it means 
to truly experience life. 

In The Giver, Jonas lives in a 
community where everything is 
controlled. There is no war or pain, 

but there is also no color, love, or real emotions. People do not make their own 
choices because the government decides everything for them. When Jonas 
becomes the Receiver of Memory, he learns about the world’s past and realizes 
that his society has given up too much in exchange for safety. He starts to question 
whether life without feelings and choices is truly a good life. 

This idea is still important today. Around the world, there are debates about 
freedom and control. Some people believe that too many rules take away 
personal choice, while others believe that rules help keep society safe. The Giver 
encourages readers to think about these issues and decide what they believe. 

Another reason The Giver remains relevant is its focus on emotions and 
individuality. In Jonas’s world, everyone is the same—there is no individuality. But 
in real life, people value being unique. The novel makes readers wonder: Is it 
better to live in a world without pain if it also means giving up love and happiness? 

Finally, The Giver is popular because it has an open ending. Readers do not know 
for sure what happens to Jonas at the end, which allows for discussion and 
different interpretations. This kind of storytelling keeps the book exciting and 
makes readers want to talk about it. 

Because it explores deep questions about life, freedom, and emotions, The Giver 
is a novel that people continue to read and appreciate. It challenges readers to 
think about their own world and the choices they make every day. That is why, 
even after so many years, The Giver remains a powerful and meaningful book. 

 


