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Ancient Egypt: A Timeless Civilization 
Ancient Egypt, with its rich history and enduring legacy, is 

one of the most captivating civilizations in human history. 

Spanning over three millennia, from approximately 3100 BCE 

to 30 BCE, ancient Egypt witnessed remarkable 

achievements in various fields. In this passage, we will explore 

when ancient Egypt began and ended, as well as delve into 

the civilization's notable accomplishments. 

The Beginnings of Ancient Egypt 

The origins of ancient Egypt can be traced back to the Early Dynastic Period, 

which began around 3100 BCE with the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt 

under the legendary King Narmer. This unification marked the start of Egypt as a 

centralized state with a single ruler, and it laid the foundation for the dynastic rule 

that would define Egypt for centuries. 

The Height of Egyptian Civilization 

Ancient Egypt experienced its zenith during the period known as the "Old 

Kingdom" (c. 2686-2181 BCE). This era saw the construction of the iconic pyramids, 

including the Great Pyramid of Giza, as well as the establishment of a complex 

bureaucracy and centralized government. The Old Kingdom was a time of great 

stability and cultural achievement. 

The Middle Kingdom and the New Kingdom 

After a period of upheaval known as the First Intermediate Period, the Middle 

Kingdom (c. 2055-1650 BCE) emerged. During this time, Egypt expanded its 

territory and experienced artistic and literary flourishing. The New Kingdom (c. 

1550-1077 BCE) witnessed the height of Egypt's imperial power, with pharaohs like 

Hatshepsut and Ramses II leaving a lasting impact on the civilization. 
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End of Ancient Egypt 

The decline of ancient Egypt began with the Third Intermediate Period (c. 1077-

525 BCE), characterized by foreign invasions and internal strife. The civilization 

eventually fell under the control of foreign powers, including the Persians and later 

the Greeks under Alexander the Great. Egypt's last native ruler, Cleopatra VII, 

faced the conquest of Egypt by the Roman Empire in 30 BCE, marking the official 

end of ancient Egyptian sovereignty. 

Achievements of Ancient Egypt 

Ancient Egypt's achievements are vast and enduring: 

• Pyramids: The construction of massive pyramids, such as the Great Pyramid 

of Giza, stands as a testament to their architectural prowess. 

• Hieroglyphics: The ancient Egyptians developed a system of writing known 

as hieroglyphics, which included thousands of symbols used for religious 

texts, inscriptions, and historical records. 

• Advancements in Medicine: Egyptian physicians were skilled in various 

medical practices, including surgery, dentistry, and herbal medicine. 

• Mathematics and Geometry: The ancient Egyptians made significant 

contributions to mathematics and geometry, including the development 

of a base-10 numeral system. 

• Astronomy: Egyptians were early astronomers who used their knowledge to 

create calendars and align structures with celestial events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


