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Tom Cruise: Flying High in Top Gun
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answers may vary, but key ingredients that make "Top Gun" a
beloved classic include its thrilling action sequences,
memorable soundtrack, character dynamics, and the enduring
appeal of the story's themes.

2. The volleyball scene on the beach became iconic because it
showcased the camaraderie and bonding among the
characters, adding a memorable and relatable human element
to the film.

3. Flying in real fighter jets likely contributed to Tom Cruise's
performance by allowing him to experience the physical
sensations and emotions of a fighter pilot, which added
authenticity to his portrayal.

4. Answers will vary, but a possible question to ask Tom Cruise about
"Top Gun" could be, "What was the most challenging stunt or

scene you filmed in 'Top Gun,' and how did you prepare for it?"
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