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Florida's Fantastic Tourist Attractions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Walt Disney World Resort and Universal Orlando Resort have had a 
significant impact on Florida's tourism industry. These theme parks have 
attracted millions of visitors from around the world, contributing substantially 
to the state's economy. They have shaped Florida's reputation as a top 
vacation destination by offering immersive experiences, world-class 
entertainment, and iconic attractions. Their presence has led to the growth 
of hotels, restaurants, and related businesses in the surrounding areas, 
further boosting tourism. 

2. The Florida Everglades, designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, are 
of immense ecological importance. This unique wetland ecosystem is 
home to various endangered species and plays a vital role in maintaining 
the state's biodiversity. Conservation efforts are in place to protect this 
delicate ecosystem, including habitat restoration, water management, 
and wildlife monitoring. These measures aim to ensure the long-term 
preservation of the Everglades and raise awareness about the importance 
of wetland conservation. 

3. The Ringling in Sarasota holds cultural and artistic significance by housing a 
diverse range of attractions. It preserves art, history, and entertainment in 
one place, offering visitors a comprehensive cultural experience. The John 
and Mable Ringling Museum of Art showcases a vast collection of art, while 
the Ca' d'Zan mansion provides insight into the Ringlings' lavish lifestyle. The 
circus museum celebrates the history of the circus, and the gardens offer a 
beautiful setting for relaxation and contemplation. The Ringling enriches 
Florida's cultural landscape by providing access to diverse forms of art and 
entertainment. 

4. St. Augustine's historical importance as the oldest city in the United States is 
evident through its well-preserved historic district. The Castillo de San 
Marcos National Monument, a 17th-century fortress, stands as a testament 
to the city's rich history. By preserving these landmarks, St. Augustine 
educates visitors about the nation's past, including early Spanish 
colonization and conflicts. This historical context allows visitors to gain a 
deeper understanding of America's heritage and the challenges faced by 
early settlers in the New World. 

 

 

 


