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Discovering North Carolina's Hidden Gems: Tourist Attractions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Blue Ridge Mountains serve as an essential natural wonder, 

drawing tourists interested in hiking, scenic drives, and outdoor 

adventures. Preserving these mountains not only protects the 

environment but also supports tourism, providing economic 

benefits to local communities. 

2. The Biltmore Estate in Asheville is a significant tourist attraction 

that boosts the local economy through ticket sales, tourism-

related businesses, and employment opportunities. Its historical 

and architectural significance also contributes to Asheville's 

cultural heritage. 

3. The North Carolina Zoo's efforts in education and conservation 

are crucial for raising awareness about wildlife and promoting 

the protection of endangered species. By engaging visitors in 

conservation initiatives, the zoo plays a pivotal role in preserving 

biodiversity. 

4. The USS North Carolina's role as a museum and educational 

venue allows visitors to learn about the state's military history and 

its contributions during World War II. It serves as a reminder of the 

sacrifices made by servicemen and women and provides insight 

into naval technology and operations during the war. 

 

 

 


