
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Leaning Tower of Pisa 
 
If you've ever seen pictures of Italy, you might have 
spotted a very unusual building-a tall, white tower that 
looks like it's about to fall over! This famous building is 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa, one of the most recognized 
landmarks in the world. But why does it lean? Let's take 
a closer look! 
 
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is in Pisa, a city in Italy. It's part of a larger group of 
buildings called the Piazza del Duomo, which includes a grand cathedral and a 
round baptistery. The tower was built as the bell tower for the cathedral, 
designed to call people to worship. Construction began in 1173, over 850 years 
ago! The architect, Bonanno Pisano, had a grand plan for the tower to stand tall 
at 185 feet with eight stories. But things didn't go as expected. 
 
Soon after construction started, the ground under the tower began to sink. 
Why? Because Pisa is built on soft, sandy soil that couldn't hold the weight of the 
heavy marble and stone. By the time workers finished the first few stories, the 
tower was already tilting! They tried to fix it by building the upper levels slightly 
taller on one side, but that only made the lean worse. Even though construction 
stopped and restarted several times over nearly 200 years, the tower was never 
straight. 
 
Despite its tilt, the Leaning Tower of Pisa is a masterpiece of medieval 
architecture. Its design is elegant, with graceful arches and rows of columns that 
make it look like a giant wedding cake. The tower has seven large bells, each 
with a unique note, though they aren't rung anymore to avoid extra stress on the 
structure. 
 
Over the years, people from all over the world have marveled at this crooked 
tower. Engineers worked hard to make sure it wouldn't fall. In the 1990s, they 
used cables, counterweights, and even removed some soil to stabilize it. Now 
the lean is safe-about 13.5 feet off center-and visitors can climb its 294 steps to 
enjoy breathtaking views of Pisa. 
 
The Leaning Tower of Pisa symbolizes human creativity and perseverance. What 
started as a construction problem turned into a global treasure. It reminds us 
that even mistakes can become magnificent if we care for them and let them 
shine. So next time you see a picture of someone pretending to "hold up" the 
leaning tower, remember: it's not just a funny photo opportunity. It's a piece of 
history that has stood the test of time! 
 


