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Toxic Defenses: How Amphibians Use Their Poisons for Protection 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Can you explain why bright colors serve as a warning signal for potential 
predators in poison dart frogs? 

 

2. Describe a scenario in which a predator might encounter toxins from a rough-
skinned newt. 

 

3. How might the ability to produce potent toxins benefit amphibians in their 
natural habitats? 

 

4. What are some ways humans can help protect amphibians from threats 
related to their toxins? 

 

 

 

 


