
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Path to Tragedy  
 
On April 10, 1912, the Titanic, the largest and most 
luxurious ship of its time, began its maiden voyage 
from Southampton, England. Nicknamed the 
"unsinkable ship," the Titanic was a marvel of modern engineering. With its grand 
staircase, opulent dining halls, and state-of-the-art safety features, it promised its 
passengers a once-in-a-lifetime journey across the Atlantic Ocean. But where was the 
Titanic headed, and what went wrong along the way? 
 
The Titanic's route was carefully planned. It was to sail from Southampton to New York 
City, making stops in Cherbourg, France, and Queenstown (now Cobh), Ireland, to pick 
up additional passengers. After leaving Queenstown, the Titanic's journey across the 
Atlantic would take about seven days. The ship's designers and crew were confident it 
would arrive safely in New York, where over 2,000 passengers and crew looked forward 
to starting new lives, visiting family, or returning home. 
 
The ship's route passed through the North Atlantic, a chilly stretch of ocean known for 
icebergs in April. Despite these dangers, the Titanic's crew believed the ship was 
prepared to handle any challenges. Reports of icebergs ahead reached the crew 
during the voyage, but the Titanic continued at nearly full speed. The ship's captain, 
Edward Smith, trusted the ship's size and design to keep it safe. After all, the Titanic was 
fitted with 16 watertight compartments designed to prevent it from sinking. Many 
believed these made it indestructible. 
 
On the night of April 14, 1912, disaster struck. At 11:40 p.m., the Titanic collided with a 
massive iceberg. The iceberg tore through the ship's hull, damaging several watertight 
compartments. Despite the crew's efforts, water poured into the ship at an alarming 
rate. Within hours, the Titanic sank into the icy Atlantic, leaving over 1,500 people 
stranded in freezing water. Tragically, most of them did not survive. 
 
The Titanic never reached New York. Today, its story is remembered as one of the most 
famous maritime disasters in history. But why did this tragedy happen? Historians believe 
several factors contributed. The ship was traveling too fast through icy waters, and its 
lookout crew did not have binoculars to spot icebergs. Additionally, there were not 
enough lifeboats for everyone on board, and many lifeboats left only partially filled. 
 
The Titanic's route was ambitious, but its journey serves as a lesson in caution and 
preparation. Although it never reached its intended destination, the Titanic's story has 
taught the world about the importance of safety, planning, and respecting the power 
of nature. 
 
 


