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Soldier's Struggle: A Tragic Return 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Ethan transformed from an optimistic young soldier with dreams 

to a haunted and changed individual after his return from war. 

His traumatic experiences affected him deeply, leading to 

struggles with anger, nightmares, and withdrawal, and he could 

no longer see the world the same way. 

2. Family support played a crucial role in Ethan's journey. His family 

welcomed him but also realized the extent of his changes and 

encouraged him to seek therapy, showing that they cared 

deeply about his well-being. 

3. Seeking therapy was a pivotal step in Ethan's healing journey. 

Through therapy, he learned coping mechanisms and strategies 

to deal with his trauma. It had a significant impact on his life, 

helping him come to terms with the haunting memories of war. 

4. The lasting impact of war on veterans like Ethan is a central 

theme in the story. Ethan continued to fight, not on the 

battlefield but within himself, highlighting the resilience of 

individuals in the face of trauma. His story teaches us about the 

enduring effects of war and the importance of supporting 

veterans on their path to recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 


