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The Treaty of Paris (1763): Ending the French and Indian War 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Treaty of Paris (1763) transferred significant territories, making Britain the 
dominant colonial power in North America. France ceded Canada and 
most of its North American territory to Britain, while Spain received Louisiana. 
This reshaped the colonial landscape, with Britain controlling the Great 
Lakes, Ohio Valley, and more. France retained Guadeloupe, maintaining a 
presence in the Caribbean. 

2. The treaty established Britain as the dominant colonial power in North 
America, leading to tensions with its American colonies. Increased British 
authority and taxation contributed to the grievances of the American 
colonists, ultimately leading to the American Revolutionary War as they 
sought independence from British rule. 

3. Spain's acquisition of Louisiana was significant as it expanded Spanish 
influence in North America. Control of the Mississippi River and access to 
the Gulf of Mexico strengthened Spain's position. It set the stage for future 
territorial negotiations, particularly in the western part of North America, 
and influenced interactions with other colonial powers, Native American 
tribes, and explorations of the region. 

4. The treaty ensured British fishermen's access to fishing grounds off the coast 
of Newfoundland. This provision was crucial as it guaranteed access to 
valuable fishing areas. Fishing was a vital part of the British economy and 
colonial livelihoods, making these rights important for sustaining 
communities and trade. 

5. The Treaty of Paris (1763) had long-term consequences. It established Britain 
as the dominant colonial power in North America, which led to future 
conflicts, including the American Revolutionary War. France's loss 
weakened its colonial presence, impacting future developments like the 
Louisiana Purchase. Spain's acquisition of Louisiana expanded its influence 
and influenced territorial negotiations and explorations in the western part 
of North America. Overall, the treaty reshaped colonial power dynamics 
and had far-reaching global implications. 

 

 

 


